Zigen in China means to nurture the roots.

Established in 1988 in New York City, Zigen is an international
non-profit organization that facilitates local partnership programs to
address critical needs for people in poverty in China. Zigen breaks the
poverty cycle through local partnerships models that are relevant,
replicable and reportable.

Zigen’'s mission: To mobilize people-to-people assistance and to
promote human-centered sustainable development.

Target of support: The people in China’s most remote and
poverty-stricken rural areas and migrant workers in the greatest
hardship. Zigen pays special attention to supporting equal
opportunities of girls and women for development.

Content of support: The most basic human needs, including basic
education, medical and health care, environmentally appropriate
technologies and small-scale economic development.
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Beijing Shahe Community Activity Center Relocates to New Environment, New
Starting Point and New Challenges

In Shahe, situated outside Beijing’s Fifth Ring, rents are low and transportation is
convenient. About 600,000 workers across various industries and occupations reside
here, and make up slightly more than 90% of the district’s population. As of today,
where is their place after the demolition of the Shahe district? In September, the
demolition went into full swing. The Shahe Workers Community Center finally
departed Ximendong on October 1 and arrived in the Shegezhuang community. After
two days of arduous struggle, the new activity center came into being. October 3 - the
3" Adult English Class session commenced at the new community; October 8 - the
new activity center began weekly regular meetings; October 10 — the first group of
volunteers were received; October 16 — a film was screenednin the evening.

Yu Luping, Beijing Project Coordinator
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Convening of Zigen Year 2010 Members Meeting and Directors Meeting

On October 30, the 2010 Zigen China Members’ and Directors’ Meetings were
convened at China Agricultural University. At the members’ meeting in the
morning, the China Zigen Board of Directors and staff member delivered the 2009
project, promotional and financial reports. Members offered views and suggestions
for Zigen’s overall work and chose 3 new board members. At the directors’ meeting
in the afternoon, plans were made for Zigen’s future work. Zigen’s role in China’s
social development and the next step in its promotion were discussed along with



strengthening its work in external communication. In the evening, exchanges were
conducted between new and old members.

Wu Dan, Beijing Project Coordinator
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Beijing Xisanqi Migrant Workers’ Children’s School Growth Curriculum

Because the Xisanqi Migrant Workers’ Schools urgently needed mental health and
growth courses, the Zigen Xisangi Activity Center volunteers, Bao Dongping and
Guan Peli, set up a growth curriculum for the children, teaching one class each week
for a total of 10 weeks. The participants included 48 sixth grade children. On
September 29, the first class took place. The growth curriculum centers on the lives of
the migrant workers’ children, inspiring them to view and face various problems from
a broad perspective. Through these growth lessons, it is hoped that more
people would be able to understand the living situation of migrant workers’ children
and their likes and dislikes.

Qiu Lijun, Beijing Project Coordinator
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Yang Guiping’s Beijing Aeronautics Lecture on “Dilemmas and Challenges
Facing Chinese Rural Education”



On the evening of October 17, the Beijing Aeronautics University Graduate
Student Academy invited standing vice-chairperson Yang Guiping to deliver a lecture
on” Dilemmas and Challenges Facing Chinese Rural Education”.

Teacher Yang recalled the “Baodiao Movement” set off by exchange students
from Taiwan, Hong Kong and the United States in the seventies and eighties of the
last century and 15 years of consolidating old Baodiao friends with hearts inclined
towards the development of the mainland. Everyone had donated funds and labor, and
founded the Zigen Fund in the United States in 1988 with the goal of participating in
the development of the poorest areas of the countryside in China. Members of the
China Zigen Society for the Promotion of Rural Education and Development have
struggled for many years at the grassroots level.

There was a live screening of Zigen’s 2008 film No Fifth Grade depicting the
schooling difficulties of children in Luliang District, Shanxi Province, where the
closing and resultant merging of schools resulted in the loss of fifth grade in their
village.

The families had no choice but to spend more money to send their children to
study in the township and county schools. The reaction to the lecture was enthusiastic
and students raised many questions. Their discussion did not end until nine in the
evening.

From the end of October to the middle of November, Zigen will arrange a series
of lectures on similar topics at Agricultural University, Beijing Normal University and
People’s University.

Gao Lin, Beijing Project Coordinator
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Zigen’s Beijing School for Migrant Workers’ Children Held Training Sessions
for Volunteers of the “Model Reading School” program.

On October 10 and 24, 2010, the “Model Reading School” program held two
training sessions for volunteers at Dongfanghong School in Changping, Beijing.
Volunteers were trained in teamwork, volunteer spirit, interpretation of picture books,
and story-telling, among other topics.

In the fall semester of 2010, Zigen collaborated with Meiwei Shuzai to pilot
the Model Reading School project. The project recruited a total of 40 volunteers, of
whom 20 were university students. In September and October, the volunteers
completed the cataloguing, shelving, and recording of books in two school libraries.
The libraries opened in November. Each class also has a library corner. After these
training sessions, reading classes and weekend reading events will take place at the
school.

Beijing Project Coordinator  Gao Lin
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Beijing Normal University Assistant Professors Xu Kai and Zhao Shuxian
Conduct Research on School Closures and Mergers in Shilou, Shanxi

From October 3 through November, Xu Kai and Zhao Shuxian, members of
Zigen China and Assistant Professors of Education Management at Beijing Normal
University, conducted research on the closures and resultant mergers of rural schools
in Shilou, Shanxi. Graduate student Liu Xiaoli also participated in the research. The
research team visited 10 schools in eight villages, including Xiaosuan, Qianshan, and
Hanjiashan and interviewed families who had relocated to county centers due to
school mergers. They also discussed the topic with Shilou County education officials.

The researchers found that children’s schooling poses a significant financial
burden on poor families and that financial aid is direly needed. The living conditions
of boarding students need immediate improvement, especially in providing adequate
food and nutrition as well as hot water. Teachers have few resources, and those who



were formerly at small rural schools but moved when their schools merged have
difficulty adjusting to the teaching requirements of central schools. There is a strong
need for professional training for these teachers.

Shanxi Regional Project Director Liu Lei
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Gouxi Elementary School in Tongren City’s Wanshan District in Guizhou
Province Acquired Exercise Equipment

The most secluded village elementary school in Chadian, located in the Guizhou
city of Tongren, is in poor condition and lacks qualified teachers and adequate
teaching resources. Currently, the school has 127 students, including 63 female
students; six classes; and six teachers, including two female teachers.

Professor Ran Shuren, friend of Zigen USA, has been conducting a study on
pollution in Gouxi. Hoping to contribute to local education , she partnered with Zigen
to support a project designed to bring exercise equipment to Gouxi Elementary School.
The project budget is 1,700 renminbi (approximately $256). The school signed an
agreement with Zigen on September 28, and Zigen wired the money to the school on
the same day. On October 5, the school purchased the exercise equipment with the
received funding.

Gouxi Elementary School contributed the article
Southern Project Coordinator Zhang Yunfei edited
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Hong Kong’s “Meaningful Travel” Group Visits Zigen Southern Office

On October 10 and 19, 2010, Zigen Southern Office in Leishan received eight
teachers and 39 students from Hong Kong’s CIS High School and HKIS High School,
respectively. The teachers and students were traveling as part of the Meaningful
Travel program. Zigen staff spoke with the group members and presented a slideshow
of Zigen history and current projects.

Hong Kong’s Meaningful Travel program is one of Zigen’s donors, and a group Visits
a Zigen project village each year to learn about the progress and accomplishments of
projects onsite.

Southern Project Director Ni Yongwang
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QueNiao Community Clinic Center Completed Renovations (Leizhou, Yun Nan
Province)

The QueNiao Community Clinic Center in Leizhou District was first opened in

2004. After being hit by the severe snow storms in 2008, the center, along with many
other clinic centers in the district were left with various degrees of damages. The
situation got worse on rainy days. At the end of 2008, Zigen granted $15780 RMB to
Fang Xiang Medical Center, and they started the renovation of the QueNiao Center.
However, process went slower than anticipated. The project was finally completed in



August, 2010. To make up for the lack of funding, Fang Xiang Medical Center
self-funded $1596RMB to the project.

Southern Project Director Ni Yongwang
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Zigen Promotion Activities at the University of Massachusetts, USA

An unusual National Day celebration was held at UMass Amherst’s Central
Building conference room on October 1, 2010. Workers from Zigen New York drove
to attend the event despite bad weather. In front of a roomful of Chinese students,
they introduced Zigen’s principles and its 20 years of great achievements. The
audience responded with great enthusiasm. Two short films were shown at the event:
“Sparrow Village” and “Healing Stories in Miao Tribe”. The films show the
educational and medical challenges faced in China’s remote villages, and the
importance of Zigen projects.

The event lasted more than two hours. Zigen’s village projects received praise
and students raised many concerns, for example, how to participate in Zigen activities,
personal experiences with Zigen, whether Zigen projects could help the fundamental
problems there, etc. Many students wanted to see more of those short films and for
those films to reach more audience.

In answering the students’ questions, Zigen workers pointed out that
government involvement is the key to solve fundamental problems faced in those
areas. They also discussed Zigen’s long term involvement in raising public awareness
in tough issues, its participation in solving community problems, and its efforts to call
for better public policies.
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Zigen and AT&T Promotional Event

On October 15, Zigen workers visited AT&T’s New Jersey laboratory. They
used lunch breaks to introduce Zigen’s history, mission, and major projects. The
Chinese employees at AT&T are potential Zigen sponsors, as most of them are young
and came from China. The audience learned about village girls’ lack of educational
opportunities, and they grew more concerned about the execution of Zigen projects.
For example, they wanted to learn how to choose a project, how to follow up, and
how Zigen projects are different from government-sponsored programs such as
Project Hope. They also asked how Zigen funds are being distributed. Zigen workers
addressed all those concerns and introduced how the cooperative process works
among its offices and cooperators. Some questioned the lack of focus for Zigen’s shift
from its earlier goal of helping girls attend school, to its current goals of setting up
medical and women centers. To address such concerns, Zigen workers explained how
projects are modified to catch up with changes in the villages. From supporting
school-age girls to “one school for each village” programs, Zigen keeps its eye on
village developments such as medical, environmental, and women support
efforts.. All through its history, Zigen has maintained a focus on offering timely help
to local communities, and has carried on a grass-root, realistic approach to problem
solving and community development.
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Zigen Contribution Form

Please fill out this form and mail it with your tax-deductible contribution 501(C)(3) to The Zigen
Fund. The address is 213-37 39™ Ave., Ste. 355, Bayside, NY 11361 USA.

Name

In Chinese

Address

City State
Zip
Phone

Email

Enclosed is my check payable to: The Zigen Fund with
Amount

[ 1My employer has a matching gift fund. The company’s name and address:

[ ] Contact me to help the work on The Zigen Fund [ 1Do not list my name on any
publications

Please indicate what kind of project you think The Zigen Fund should support. Your suggestions
will be taken into consideration by the project committee.

[ ] Basic education

[ ]Basic health care

[ ] Small-scale economic development
[ ]Others

Note: To help us to email you the most current Zigen information and save the mailing cost, please

give us your email address or email your information to Zigen@zigen.org. Thank you.
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